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Analysis and Proposals of the RCCSB/CNCSB for the Convention "The Covenant of Mayors 2.0 for a Smart City" - Naples (Italy), September 12, 2014 
1. Contrast and Adaptation: Two Alternative Strategies

The Campania Network for the Civilization of Sun and Biodiversity (CNCSB) is grateful to the Organization for having accepted its participation in the convention "The Covenant of Mayors 2.0 for a Smart City" (Naples - September 12, 2014), because this allows us to raise the awareness of our analysis and of our proposals in such a prestigious international context. 
However, we are worried because the prevailing content in this convention is not how to stop climate change, but the strategies to "adapt to it." Compared with the fundamental and agreable purposes of the established mission of the Climate Alliance (Klima-Bündnis), the choice made on March 19 by the E.U. Commissioner for climate action, Ms. Connie Hedegaard, to adapt to climate change is actually prevailing. 
On the contrary, we believe that the word adaptation could mean a substantial continuity with the present climate catastrophe, so we fight for the purpose that it may instead have the meaning of adjustment to the natural balance of our Planet. We want to look at it as respectful people, not as viruses, for which the planet will look for vaccines. Conferences like this must then give answer to billions of citizens of the Planet, who are waiting for a real and radical change. 
In relation to climate and energy, the European Commission, under the pressure from the powerful lobbies of fossil and nuclear fuels, has approved new values (40% for CO2reduction; 27% for renewable energy and no directions for energy saving and efficiency), which we judge very far from those ones really needed to reduce CO2 emissions by 90-95% in 2050: a universally recognized goal to contain the global warming within two degrees, which is the threshold before the apocalypse. The convened and highly awaited meeting of the European Council on climate and energy (March 2014) has subsequently decided to postpone any choice on the target for 2030 until next October.  At the same time, it has outlined guidelines for a further development of fossil fuels, that is in our opinion a fact of extreme gravity. All this is worsened by the fact of overlooking that climate change is due in equal measure to greenhouse gases emissions in the atmosphere and to the growing disappearance of green areas. Therefore we believe that the fundamental trianomial "CO2 emission reduction - increase of renewable sources - increasing energy efficiency and savings" should become a quadrinomio, with the addition of the objective of the growth of green areas, globally and in each territory. So we hope that the index of greening will be one of the main issues  in the target of the Conferences on Climate, if and when they will regain a real operating weight. 
Unfortunately, at the national level, we are instead facing the absence of any policy for greening and biodiversity, that is a new brutal attack to solar energy and to other renewable energy sources, and also to energy savings and efficiency improvements. It seems that every choice is aimed to promote fossil fuels, in deep crisis, supporting in this way the powerful national and international lobbies connected with them.

We think that the so-called ‘Unlock-Italy’ legislative Decree (approved on August 29 2014 by the Italian Council of Ministers) is an extremely negative decision, because of the incentive co-financing and approval to the drilling and to the exploitation of natural gas fields and to the TAP gas pipeline, so destroying, step by step, unique land and marine environments, biodiversity, landscapes and economies. Apparently, this is done with the motivation of the need to have the availability of energy but, on the contrary, but we are sure that this can be achieved with energy at no cost from the sun, without any problem.
Then the question is: “How can Italy and Europe talk about a genuine commitments to stop climate change, when we are facing these incredible, catastrophic, choices?”.
2.  A Solar Campania : Positive Outlooks and Obstacles
In January 2013 the Campania Regional Council has unanimously approved the popular initiative Bill on "Culture and Diffusion of Solar Energy in the Campania", but in practice it is boycotting its own Act, not respecting it and not carrying it out. The underlying reason is that such a legislation, with its propelling scope, requires an organic planning, total respect for nature and the environment, clear rules and fairness in the management of resources and in the subsequent administrative routes. We are fully aware of the immense difficulties to undermine such a system of interests, but we are also confident that most of the citizens think like us, as it has been shown by the consensus and participation already gained in occasion of the approval process of the Popular Bill and, afterwards, of the establishment of our associative Network. Thus people were the decisive force not only in the further growth and dissemination of the contents of the Bill and of the philosophy of our Network, but also in the proposition of what Institutions should have done to implement the Bill, enacted  as the Act No.1/2013 by the Campania Regional Council. 
The competent Institutions are then supposed to start from the proposed Guidelines for Municipal Solar Energy Plans (MSEP) - which reaffirmed the centrality of the Municipalities - to concrete and relevant  projects such as "From the ‘Ecobalex’ to the Pyramids of the Sun" , which constitutes an example of enhancement and recovery of a particularly compromised area for agricultural and production purposes, also allowing the production of clean energy in/for that territory. 
We would also emphasize our proposals for educational programs, to promote the culture of Sun and Biodiversity; our organic plans for production, research and work, as they are connected to the implementation of that Regional Act; the establishment of international subjects to promote cultural, economic and productive exchanges, as provided for by the ‘Biennial of Sun and Biodiversity in the Mediterranean Region’.
3. From Naples to Europe
The City of Naples – which is proudly hosting this Conference - has joined the Alliance for Climate and consequently the Covenant of Mayors. The Administration of Mayor de Magistris and the Naples City Council  have also repeatedly expressed their full support to the Bill proposed by us and to the implementation of its contents. Naples is worldwide known as the City of the Sun and, because of its geographical position, it is also a natural reference for a culture of peace, solidarity and for the protection of the still very relevant Mediterranean biodiversity. 
Our City has clearly the potential for energy self-sufficiency, for all its requirements, from solar source, with zero consumption of soils with an agricultural, environmental or civic relevance. So we think that there are all the conditions to activate an effective process towards what our Network designates as the Civilization of the Sun and Biodiversity, as well as following the aims of the Alliance for Climate. 
That is why today we hope that the Municipality of Naples will pursue clear, strong and concrete goals, and will assume real and firm commitments, taking also advantage from what we have so far proposed in this year and a half of activism. Finally, we are expecting a real great plan for urban green spaces in the City, starting from the redesigning of our territory, giving the needed relevance to green belts and ecological corridors.
So, we would like that this directions could characterize the final document of the Naples Deputy Mayor, Mr. Sodano, which will be addressed to the national Government for its six-months presidency of the European Union, and for which we propose the following points:

 Adoption of the target: 60, 50, 50 for 2030; 
 Introduction of a new target, relevant to the growth of greening of 5% for 2020, to be distributed among all E.U. countries; 
 European directive for the development of the MSEP by the Municipalities, whereas the PAES/SEAP (Sustainable Energy Action Plans) may be considered as a transition phase towards them, after the adoption of the guidelines; 
 Funds for the construction of solar plants and for energy efficiency programs, according to the size of the established percentage of completion of the MSEPs  and to the adoption of those guidelines; 
 Incentives – addressed to Municipalities and Regions which have adopted MSEPs and Guidelines - to fund projects for production, research and job creation; 
 European Directive and action plan - as in the case of the pre-existing M2RES project (From Marginal to Renewable Energy Sites)- by extending it to western regions, so allowing the funding of projects such as the above mentioned "From the Ecobales to the Pyramids of the Sun"; 
 E.U. Directive to prohibit limitation of funding for plants with capacity exceeding their energy need; 
 Support by the E.U. to the implementation of the already planned Biennial  of Sun and Biodiversity of the Mediterranean Region; 
 No to the TAP gas pipeline and to the connected plan for drilling and exploitation of domestic in and off-shore reservoirs of fossil fuels; 
 European Directive on exhausted photovoltaic panels and their recycling; 
 European action to promote and support educational programs relating to the environment; 
 Obligation for the Regions to draw up annual reports on their goals for the reduction of CO2, for the growth rate of solar energy, for energy efficiency, for the improvement of green and for 

biodiversity.
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